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Sir: 

In the Advisory Action mailed January 26, 2007, the Examiner has refused to enter the 
amendments filed January 10, 2007 (Amendment After Final Rejection) and January 12, 2007 
(Supplemental Amendment After Final Rejection), on the grounds that they raise new issues that 
would require fiirther consideration and/or search of the prior art and raise the issue of new 
matter. Referring to the Continuation sheet attached to the Advisory Action, the Examiner takes 
the position that the limitation that the H/C ratio was based on weight and not moles was not 
present within the finally rejected claims and possibly constitutes new matter since the 
specification as filed uses the word "molar" to describe the ratio. 

It is Applicants' understanding that filing of the instant RCE will be effective to obtain 
entry of the amendments filed January 10, 2007 and January 12, 2007. 

With regard to the Examiner's position that reciting "weight ratio" in the claims possibly 
constitutes new matter, please note that on page 5 of the Amendment filed July 24, 2006, 
Applicants explained how the H/C ratio of "6.3" in Table 2, column 1 (Example 1) on page 16 of 
the specification is calculated. From the equations on page 5, it is apparent that the numerical 



value "6.3" is the "weight ratio" of H atoms to C atoms, as opposed to the "number ratio" of H 
atoms to C atoms. These equations are very basic and uncomplicated for a person of ordinary 
skill in the art. Thus, although these equations are not specifically shown in the original 
disclosure, a person of ordinary skill in the art could easily arrive at the numerical value "6.3" in 
Table 2 using the equations shown on page 5 of the Amendment based on the gas flow rate of 
C3H8 (which is 20 cc/min) and the gas flow rate of H2 (which is 100 cc/min), as well as the 
weights of a carbon atom and a hydrogen atom. 

In view of these considerations, Applicants respectfully submit that introducing "weight 
ratio" into the claims does not raise new matter. 
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